
 

 

 

MBSA TRAVEL BASEBALL – Guidelines  

 
TRYOUTS…. 

 The goal of the tryout is to select the top-12 players in each age group. If enough players try out, 

a second team may be added at any age group. Provided that a coaching staff can be formed. 

 Player selections will be headed by the director of baseball in association with members of the 

MBSA Executive Committee and will be based on the following: try-out results as determined 

by independent evaluators (currently the Drew University coaching staff), statistics from prior 

travel seasons, attendance in prior travel and rec seasons, input from coaches. 

 If a player is injured and cannot participate in the tryout, the player must STILL REGISTER, 

provide MBSA with a doctor’s note explaining the injury, and provide a second doctor’s note 

clearing the player for participation. 

 If the player is cleared for participation within three weeks of the initial tryout, MBSA will 

arrange for a make-up. 

 If the player will not be cleared for participation within three weeks, he will be considered for 

the team based on prior performance at the “Travel A” level.  

 All players need to tryout with the age group they are trying out for.  

 

 

FOR PLAYERS…. 

 Players are expected to treat each other, their coaches, their opponents, and the umpires with the 

highest measure of respect and cooperation. 

 Spring and Summer “A” players are required to attend all practices, games, and tournaments 

(Mt. Olive, Districts, etc.).  Unexcused absences will be addresses by the coaching staff and 

members of the Executive Committee.  

 Players MAY be excused due to illness, injury, or significant family event. 

 If a second team is formed at any age group, players are still expected to regularly attend as 

many games and practices as possible.  

 In the spring and summer, it is the expectation that MBSA Travel Baseball will be the top 

athletic priority for each player. If conflicts arise with other sports or leagues, the player is 

expected to attend the MBSA game or practice. 

 Players are expected to wear appropriate baseball attire for all games and practices with shirts 

tucked in.  

 

FOR PARENTS 

 The spring travel season officially begins the first weekend in January with weekly indoor team 

practices. The regular season begins towards the end of March with games every Sunday 

through end of May with playoffs Sundays in June. Make up games are typically Friday or 

Saturday later afternoons. Included in the Spring season is the MT Olive Memorial Day 

tournament. The summer season begins the week school ends and typically starts with the 

Districts and ends at the end of July.  

 Unless there are mitigating circumstances (attendance issues, behavior, injury) all players WILL 

appear in every game that they attend. However, playing time may NOT necessarily be “equal” 

at the travel level. 

 Coaches will make every effort for players at the 8u and 9u level who would like to play an 

infield position to do so over the course of the season. (Infield positions include P, C, 1B, 2B, 

SS, 3B). 



 For 10u and older, positions will become more specific to the skills and talents of each player, as 

determined by the coaching staff. 

 Unless special circumstances arise, such as the districts, travel teams will bat all players in 

attendance for each game (“roster batting”). 

 If a parent has an issue with regard to the way his/her son was utilized in a particular game, 

WAIT 24 HOURS, then reach out to the coach in a courteous and respectful manner. 

 If there are issues greater than those unique to a specific game, parents are free to contact the 

Director of Baseball or the MBSA president. 

 Travel costs depend on number of tournaments, but the spring season typically costs between 

$400-$600. Summer season in usually closer to $100. 

 

 

HEAD COACHES (General Information) 

 The primary goal for every MBSA head coach is to create a positive experience for as many 

boys as possible….MAKE THEM WANT TO BE THERE!! 

 However, at the “Travel A” level, coaches will need to make “baseball decisions” that are not 

always in line with what might be the preference for each individual player. 

 Good sportsmanship and appropriate behavior starts with the Head Coach. Behavior of assistant 

coaches, players, and parents often follows the lead of the Head Coach. Set a good example! 

Every time you put on a jersey, it says Montville across the front and you are acting as a 

representative of all the MBSA.  

 Coaches must report all issues of sportsmanship/behavior to the MBSA Executive Committee. 

 Coaches must attend required MBSA coaches meeting date TBD 

 

HEAD COACHES (Logistical Information) 

 Create a rostered coaching staff of up to three assistants (one should be the scorekeeper). Other 

parents may help out at practice, but only four coaches can be in the dugout on game days. 

 BUDGET…Upon conclusion of each season, calculate all costs (umpire fees, tournament 

entries, game balls, scorebook, maintenance fee, etc.) and divide evenly among all players. The 

Head coach will pay MBSA directly for all fees including umpire and town and will be 

reimbursed accordingly by parents. 

 Keep accurate records that will assist with player evaluation during the season AND with team 

selection for future seasons. MBSA strongly suggests Game Changer or I Score. 

 PRIOR TO EVERY GAME, create a batting order and an “inning-by-inning” plan for defensive 

positions. Changes may be necessary over the course of a game, but an advance plan is 

imperative. 

 Buy enough game balls to get through the season (work into budget) and obtain catcher’s gear 

(which will be returned) from MBSA. 

 Schedule all games with the head coach of the opposing team and confirm with the MBSA 

league scheduler. Schedule all practices directly with the league scheduler. 

 Head coaches are responsible for field prep (foul lines, batters boxes, raking, rain issues, etc.). 

Head coaches are also responsible for clean up (raking, return field to 46/60, clean both dugouts, 

turn off lights and scoreboard, etc.). Head coaches should solicit help from assistants and other 

parents. 

 Head coaches make all lineup and position decisions, but that should come after consistent 

consultation with assistant coaches, especially when determining the playing time and position 

of the coach’s son! 

 All coaches should wear appropriate MBSA hats and jerseys. 


